Barbaresco 2008 and riserva 2006
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Barbaresco 2008 and Riserva 2006

3-STAR WINES Recommended (continued) ..-.o.:
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Expert summary: Kerin O’'Keefe

While the 2008s dominated this tasting and so skewed the results in their favour, it did
prove even a tricky vintage can improve over time - and these will continue to do so

OVERALL, THE 2008 normale Barbarescos performed as
expected, receiving the only Decanter Award and 31 of the
3B four stars. That the panel recommended 91% of the
2008s (there were only 16 2006 riservas entered) shows
the high standard of winemaking that now prevails here,
even during initially problematic vintages like 2008, A true
Nebbiolo lover's vintage, boasting good fruit, generous
tannins and often nervous acidity that will tame down after
a few more years of bottle ageing, it is nonetheless no
surprise that there was only one Award since the wines
have yet to develop complexity. It is also no surprise that
Barbarescos hailing from the denomination’s iconic crus,
known far their quality and consistency, make up most of
the highly recommendeds, including celebrated names
such as Santo Stefano, Gallina, Rabaja and Rio Sordo,
Perhaps the only surprise for the "08s was that the
panel gave the sole Award to a little-known winery and
relative newcomer, Col dei Vienti - this bested leading
lights Bruno Giacosa, Bruno Rocea, Albino Rocca and
Castello di Neive. Aged for 24 months in barrigues. the
Tufo Blu shows the tasters’ overall appreciation for a more
international, caky Barbaresco, boasting very dense fruit.
The four-star and three-star wines are evenly balanced
between glossy, concentrated wines aged in new and
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seasoned barriques, and more classically crafted
Barbarescos, albeit many made with shorter fermentation
times than in previous years and aged in medium-capacity
Slavonian botti or large French oak casks. For individual
performances, it was great to see the traditionally crafted,
terroir-driven Gallina from Ugo Lequio, one of Neive's most
consistent producers, comea joint second. And impressive
indeed that Produttori del Barbaresco scored 17 points.

The results for the 16 2006s show the disappointingly
uneven performance many critics are noticing from what
was a highly lauded vintage, and from what is supposed to
be a lofty designation. Tasters obviously felt the three-star
‘ wines in particular don't have the balance, complexity or
longevity that riservas promise. Vineyard location and
| producer reputation, always crucial in Barbaresco, are key
ta finding the best riservas from this vintage.

€CThat 91% of the 2008s
were recommended shows the
high standard of winemaking
that prevails here 3)
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